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On behalf of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,
I would like to sincerely thank you for our years of
partnership to transform lives in our local community
and around the world.
While this report marks our fifth year as a regular recipient,
our work with People’s Postcode Lottery dates back to 2011 and
2012, when we were first awarded a Dream Fund Grant totalling
£105,000 to sow the first seeds of the Edible Gardening Project.
Over the years, this programme has flourished, educating
and nourishing local community groups and visitors alike
and transforming lives in the process.
The generous contributions of players of People’s Postcode
Lottery have also made it possible for us to expand our
research and conservation work, develop our education
programme, and collaborate with governments and NGOs
to tackle the challenges of deforestation around the world.
It is humbling to look back on the achievements of these past
five years, and we look forward to the great strides we will
make with People’s Postcode Lottery in the years ahead.

SIMON MILNE MBE FRGS
REGIUS KEEPER

1.

We welcome
over 1 million
visitors to our
4 Gardens
per year

LEVERAGE
- W
 e have partnered with
over 100 community
groups, many of whom
include vulnerable and
marginalised people.

EDIBLE GARDENING PROJECT
Thanks to the players of People’s Postcode Lottery,
the Edible Gardening Project has been advising and
supporting the visiting public and community groups
to grow their own fruits and vegetables since May 2011.

DIRECT IMPACT l
Promoting health and wellbeing
by supporting communities to
grow their own vegetables.
CAPACITY
- B
 eginning with drop-in
sessions, tours and
workshops that reached
over 10,000 people in its
first year, the Edible
Gardening Project can now
boast a total of 50,369
interactions with the public
and community groups
to date.
CAPABILITY
- O
 ur 1 full-time and 3
part-time Edible Gardening
Project staff, work alongside
over 30 volunteers.
- W
 e host several community
groups each year, some
of whom have their own
dedicated plots at the
garden. In 2018 we had
4 weekly groups with

The Edible Gardening
Project has worked with
‘Growing your own food is
hugely satisfying; it’s great
for physical and mental
health, good for your diet
and can be very sociable.
Thanks to players’ support
there’s space for everyone
to learn how to grow
something to eat from
scratch.’
Jenny Foulkes, Community
Engagement Manager

dedicated plots. A further
4 groups visited regularly
and worked in shared spaces,
while 10 additional groups
visited for workshops, tours
or gardening activities.

children inspired every year
to explore the work of plants

3.

since the launch in 2011

- O
 ur Market Garden, which
has been operating in the
Edinburgh Nursery since
2015, supports the work
of the Edible Gardening
Project by providing
additional volunteering
and training opportunities,
and facilities to engage
community groups in
growing and learning
about organic vegetables.
The produce is used by our
external catering company,
Sodexo Prestige, in food
outlets across the Edinburgh
site, helping us communicate
our sustainability and
community engagement
activities to the public.

Inclusivity is very important to RBGE and the Edible Gardening
Project. As such we collaborate with organisations, charities and
community groups who work with a range of people, including
those with additional support needs. Our activities connect
people to nature, provide physical activity, give participants
an opportunity to practice coordination and manual dexterity.

OVER

10,000

- W
 e also deliver around 10
horticultural skills training
sessions each year offsite
at community gardens
around Edinburgh.

2012
Hosted our first Harvest
Festival, featuring,
Ask the Gardener, cooking
demonstrations, live music
and performances

2011

- T
 he Demonstration Garden
has caught the attention
of Roseanna Cunningham,
Cabinet Secretary for
Environment, Climate
Change and Land Reform,

COLLABORATION

ENABLED IMPACT l

community groups

On average

10,000

106

- O
 ur work has been aided
by our historic Botanic
Cottage, which was rebuilt
stone-by-stone in 2016 and
is now used for potting,
planning, cooking, eating
healthy meals together and
accommodating some of
our work with community
groups.

who visited the Edible
Garden in October 2017
to witness our work in action.

The Edible Gardening Project
begins, thanks to a grant of

£105,000
via the Postcode Dream Fund
given between 2011 and 2012

people reached in
the first two years via
drop-in sessions, tours
and workshops

The book Growing
Your Own Vegetables
is published as part
of the Edible Gardening
Project

4.

GARVALD
The Garvald Land Group
follow a ‘social therapy’
methodology for their
members, enabling people
with learning disabilities to
connect through activities
like gardening and cooking.
Over the course of two
years, the Garvald members
participated in activities on
a weekly basis, and were
always very welcoming to
Garden visitors and other
participating community
groups, helping with drop-in
sessions and even looking
after two visitors from a
Chinese botanical garden
on one occasion. Bringing its
members out into the wider
community is an important
aspect of Garvald Edinburgh’s
work, and interacting with the
other groups at the Edible
Gardening Project plots was
a key part of this experience..

£100,000
DISCOVER MORE ABOUT
THIS PROGRAMME HERE.
(Password: edible)

Botanic Gardens Conservation
International awarded the Edible
Gardening Project £10,000 in
February for a 7-month project

£10,00

0

Edinburgh and Lothians
Health Trust awarded the
Edible Gardening Project

£20,000
for a 24-month project

5.

‘I really like doing different
jobs – the team effort and
doing loads of stuff like
Emmer wheat, making
corn dollies and stuff
like Christmas wreath
decorations made for
the community events.
We liked the Pilrig group
who came and saw what
we were doing. We grew
Javelin potatoes and
Charlotte potatoes,
picking up pumpkins and
doing loads of things like
chopping coriander. And
we grew a tall sunflower.’
Feedback from a Garvald
member

2013

awarded by the Postcode Green
Trust to further develop the Edible
Gardening Project, as well as core
plant research, conservation and
education work – marking the start
of a long term funding relationship
for the Garden

We delivered RBGE’s
Certificate in Practical
Horticulture for 16 people
involved in community
gardening in Edinburgh

6.

NARI KALLYAN
SHANGHO (NKS)
Nari Kallyan Shangho (NKS)
are a support group looking
after the welfare of women
from South Asia, mainly
Pakistan, India and Bangladesh.
Over four years, covering
five growing seasons, we
have hosted NKS during visits
to their plot, run workshops
on topics like composting and
growing, hosted large garden
parties for them to cook and
share food, and even had
them cook for visitors to
the Botanic Cottage, including
government Cabinet
Secretary for Environment,
Climate Change and Land
Reform Roseanna
Cunningham. Our focus in
2018 was to help the group
transfer skills learned in the
Garden to their own growing
spaces. Mrs Udin offers a
stunning example: after
attending sessions in the
Edible Gardening Project, she
transformed her own garden
near Leith Walk into a jungle
of edible plants, and now helps
others to do the same.

LEARN MORE
ABOUT NKS AT THE
BOTANICS HERE.
(Password: edible)

UP TO 6
We delivered a presentation about
the Edible Gardening Project’s
involvement in the Communities in
Nature programme at the BGCI
International Congress in Mexico

7.

local community groups
per year have their own
allotments in the Edible
Gardening Project

‘I learned lots of things. I had
loads of green beans, pumpkins,
and courgettes at home - I grew
40 pumpkins! I really like coming
to the Garden, seeing the crops
and asking questions. Next year,
I would like to do more with seeds
– knowing when to sow them and
save them – and grow different
colours of courgettes.’
Mrs Udin

8.

MOVE MORE
There is growing evidence
that regular exercise and
physical activity can help
aid recovery and prevent
recurrence of cancer. This
fits well with gardening
activities that the Edible
Gardening Project can
offer and the facilities in
the Demonstration Garden.
Our Move More group,
a Macmillan Cancer Support
and Edinburgh Leisure Centre
Initiative, has been working
with us for three years, and
meets every Wednesday to
care for their own plot; from
preparing the soil, sowing
seeds, caring for plants, to
harvesting food. In addition,
they look after some herb
demonstration containers
by our visitor centre, a hearty
walk across the garden.
Participants learn and often
share their own extensive
knowledge and experience,
and enjoy a high activity level
that is key to the mission of
this group.

3,671

total volunteer hours
per year are dedicated
to the Edible Gardening
Project on average

9.

TEENS+

CELEBRATING GROWTH

We have now worked with
Teens+ for over 4 years.
This unique educational
service works with young
people who have complex
communication needs,
including several on the
autism spectrum. Our
community gardeners work
closely with staff at Teens+
to introduce gardening and
food growing through
meaningful activities that
are tailored to each student.

To help us recognise and
celebrate the progress of
teens involved in this
programme, the Royal
Caledonian Horticultural
Society have created a unique
award scheme for participants
with additional support needs,
called Grow and Learn.
Starting with more able
students, Teens+ already
have one graduate at ‘Roots’
level, who received her award
in January 2019, and many
more students are now
benefitting from participating
in the programme.

Harvests from the plots are
taken to the Teens+ centres
or Botanic Cottage for
cooking and sharing.

‘I find gardening very grounding. Just having the
fingers in the soil and being immediately in tune
with the seasons gives me great pleasure and I have
thoroughly enjoyed the privilege to participate in such
beautiful and interesting surroundings with such lovely
people. I found that gradually my fitness, stamina and
strength have improved, however, the more immediate
effect was to my confidence. Being with others who
are surviving, gives me a really helpful perspective on
how bravely other people are getting on with living
even in uncertainty.’
Anneliese - Move More Participant

50,369
interactions via the
Edible Gardening
Project since 2011

‘The Gardens are a holistic approach to learning,
as they offer relaxing fresh air, promote teamwork and
communication, and offer a real sense of achievement
at harvest time. Through their time at the Botanics,
the students have been able to further their
communication skills, which is a skill they will be
able to carry on through life.’
Teens+ Staff Member

10.

EDUCATION
Thanks to five years of players’ support, the Garden has been able to reach thousands of
children and young adults every year through core funding for Education, and recently through
an Extra Award for school visits to our three regional gardens.
In recent years, our support from the players has increased our capability to host school visits at
the regional gardens, widening access to schools neighbouring Dawyck, Benmore, and Logan.

DIRECT IMPACT l

CAPABILITY

Reaching children and young
people through our learning
programmes.

- O
 ur programmes engage
young and old in everything
from helping green-fingered
puppet Grandpa in his garden
for nursery and early years,
all the way to an MSc in Plant
Biodiversity.

CAPACITY
- F
 or the past five years, the
players of People’s Postcode
Lottery have’ made it
possible for our education
programmes to reach
thousands of children and
young adults every year. This
has included visits by both
primary school classes and
special needs groups to all
of our gardens.
- A
 ll three regional gardens
are hard to get to on public
transport, and many schools
that took part told us that
they have no or very
little budget for transport
which means costs must be
covered by the parents of
the children. Thanks to the
Extra Award, all participating
schools were able to travel to
the regional gardens free of
charge.

2014
11.

- R
 BGE has an online
learning environment
called PropaGate Learning,
offering courses from
short standalone ‘episodes’
to much more involved
programmes of study. Degree
options include the RHS Level
2 certificate in Horticulture
and diplomas in Botanical
Illustration and Garden
History.
- W
 e deliver outreach and
engagement to support
sustainable development.
LEVERAGE
- W
 e provide specialist training
in biodiversity science and
conservation, educating
and collaborating with
communities, governments

and NGOs in conservation,
biodiversity and biosecurity
in Scotland and around the
world.
- W
 e support our educational
activities with targeted films,
exhibitions and events,
providing accessible
environmental education
to empower people to
understand, be enthused
about, benefit from, and
protect plants.

ENABLED IMPACT l
- W
 e provide education
and training in horticulture,
plant science and
biodiversity conservation
to stimulate people to
appreciate, understand
and contribute to the
conservation of plants
and our natural environment.
- W
 e also reach out to
communities across Scotland
through our Regional
Gardens, to ensure our
educational opportunities are
shared as widely as possible.

1

2

3

4

Over 800,000 visitors
attracted to our four Gardens in 2014

754 CHILDREN
attended the regional weeks free of charge thanks to PPL

12.

‘LOST WORDS’ AT THE
REGIONAL GARDENS
The 2018 Schools’ Weeks at
the regional gardens were
inspired by the bestselling
book ‘The Lost Words’, with a
collaborative project between
writer Robert Macfarlane and
artist Jackie Morris which
celebrates the relationship
between language and the
living world, and brings the
lost words to life through
‘spell-poems’ and beautiful
illustrations.
The curriculum-linked sessions
lasted 1.5 hours with additional
1.5 hour art sessions at
Benmore. The session began
with an introduction to the
book which came about after
many nature words were
taken out, or lost, from the
Oxford Junior Dictionary
to allow space for more
technology-focused words,
such as ‘broadband’.
To hook the children’s interest
we took items out of a mystery
bag of clues to guess one of
the plants or animals from

OUR SCHOOLS TEAM WERE AT l
the book and listened to the
poem together. We then went
into the garden to look for the
plant or find where the creature
lived - bluebell in spring
woodland in Logan and
kingfisher at the pond and
stream in autumn in Benmore
and Dawyck.
Through a hands-on, sensory
journey through the nature
of the garden, the children
practiced the skills that
writers and artists use to
build up a collection of ‘wonder
words’ together to describe
what they saw, felt, heard,
smelled or touched along
the way. We used small
activities to help them focus
and explore the nature in the
gardens in different unusual
ways and the describing words
that the children offered could
be used to write poems back
at school. Finally we created
some simple, natural art of
our chosen plant or animal to
celebrate and share its essence
with others.

211
367
children from Belmont,
Scheuchan, Portpatrick,
Park, Kirkcolm, Drummore
and Leswalt Schools
visited Logan in
April 2018

13.

children and
12 teachers visited
Benmore from
Luss, Kirn, Strone,
Rosneath, St Mun’s and
Sandbank Schools in
September 2018

‘Sharing ideas is
always good for
helping in the classroom.
As practice is always
changing it is good
getting new ideas
to use in the classroom.
Using the Lost Words to
help use nature to
stimulate ideas and
creativity in the
children’s learning.’
Teacher attending
the Continuing Professional
Development course at
Benmore

174
children from
St Mary’s in
Melrose, St Peter’s
in Galashiels,
Earlston and
Philiphaugh Schools
visited Dawyck in
October 2018

Logan for A WEEK in
April to welcome children
from Belmont, Scheuchan
and other local schools

Dawyck for THREE
DAYS in October
with children from
nearby schools,
including Philiphaugh
and St Peter’s

Benmore for a week in September with children from
St Mun’s, Sandbank and other local schools. We also ran
a Continuing Professional Development session for
12 TEACHERS which gave even more in-depth ideas for
using the book and activities for literacy outcomes

Teachers saw the positive
effects of their students
being grounded in nature,
with one commenting that
it was ‘interesting to see
the behaviour and manners
of our children on this trip
– and it was striking to see
how amazed the children
were by the art activities’.
We believe that being
given the freedom to
explore outdoors while
nurturing a sense of
wonder can lead to more
connection with nature.
It is important for the
regional gardens to keep
reaching out into their local
communities and for many
children, teachers and
parent helpers this trip
was their first visit to
the gardens.

CAPABILITY

RESEARCH AND
CONSERVATION

- We

work with Scottish
Natural Heritage, and a
range of other organisations
to help deliver the Scottish
Biodiversity Strategy. We
also work very closely with
Scotland’s natural history
organisations and citizen
science community to
document the Scottish
flora in a changing world.

The core research and conservation work carried out by the
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh has been supported by players
of People’s Postcode Lottery since 2013, enabling us to harness
the potential of our library, herbarium and living collections to
tackle challenges in areas such as biodiversity loss and the impact
of global climate change, in Scotland and around the world.

DIRECT IMPACT l
Maintaining & growing
capacity & capability of RBGE.
CAPACITY
- Our Living Collection boasts
13,500 species of plants,
including 154 of Scotland’s
181 threatened vascular plant
species.
- Our

research has a strong
focus on Scotland and on
species-rich countries around
the world where the need
for biodiversity knowledge
is most urgent; here, we are
involved in extensive training
and capacity building
programmes.
- Our

research is tightly
integrated with our living
and preserved collections,
and the geographical focus
of our work programme also
reflects the strengths of
these collections.

- The herbarium has hosted
a wide range of outreach.
867 people took up places
on our non-specialist tours in
2018. These ranged from
secondary school pupils (130)
to the general public (200)
and the remainder were
from tertiary education
institutions. Many or our
visitors are artists.
- The

herbarium has invested
in a new display area to help
facilitate our engagement.
Special viewing drawers
display images of our oldest
specimen and a selection
of other treasures. A large
screen allows us to display
our digitisation work and also
short videos linking field work
to the herbarium.

Volunteers from People’s Postcode
Lottery joined us again to help
with the Edible Garden

15.

Salads and vegetables
grown by the Edible
Gardening Project first
featured on the
Gateway Restaurant
menu, encouraging
customers to visit the
Project after their meal

13th June 2014
RBGE hosted the award event
for the Postcode Lottery Green
Challenge Scholarship

- Our

international work is
built on connections and
collaborations with research
institutes and botanical
gardens reaching back
decades and even centuries.
Teams of our botanists and
gardeners collaborate with
their counterparts in these
countries to collect plant
material such as living plants,
seeds, cuttings and pressed
specimens and learn about

the vegetation of the planet.
Our overarching aims are to
contribute to conservation
and sustainable development,
promote biodiversity, and
tackle challenges in these
areas.
- Our

scientific output’
routinely incorporates
conservation assessments.
LEVERAGE
- We

have recently worked in
more than 15 Middle Eastern
countries, working with local
and international partners
to address knowledge gaps
and tackle a wide range
of challenges. Current
projects include reducing
environmental degradation
in Afghanistan through
alternative fuel use, and
identifying important plant

areas across the Middle East
to support sustainable
development.
- We

chair the International
Union for the Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) Conifer
Specialist Group, and are
responsible for compiling and
updating the worldwide Red
List of Threatened Conifers.
- We

are a member of the
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN)/Species Survival
Commission (SCC)
Global Tree specialist
group for Sapotaceae.
- O
 ur herbarium received
9,200 specimens in 2018
due to RBGE staff activity
and as gifts from institutes
around the world.

689 international
researchers visited the
herbarium in 2018

200
new plant species
discovered and
described by
RBGE since 2013.
62 of these were
discovered in the
past year

4,380

13,500
We conserve living
collections of 13,500
species of plants from
157 countries

specimens imaged
since 2015, with
3,315 imaged in
the past year

We maintain ex situ
collections of 80% of
Scotland’s threatened
plants, and are
reintroducing 9
of these species to
their natural habitats

- We

deliver world-leading
plant science and
conservation programmes
to reduce losses of global
biodiversity and to foster
a greater understanding
of plants, fungi and
environmental sustainability.

- Our

work is guided by key
international policies
including the Convention
on Biological Diversity
and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

30,328

data records
updated in 2018

- RBGE

collaborates with
leading botanical institutes
across Europe, Africa, South
America, Southeast Asia,
China, the Himalayan Region
and the Middle East.

OVER

Basic Gardening
Skills course launched
in March 2015

- We

maintain and develop
our internationally
important collections in
order to maximise their
value as a research,
education, conservation
and heritage resource.

Visitor numbers rose to

30,000

17.

- Our

science is underpinned
by international
collaborations, many
established over decades
or even centuries of working
together.

962,554
at our four Gardens in 2016

2016

On average,
we discover one
new plant species
every week

Awarded £175,000 by People’s
Postcode Lottery for 2015

ENABLED IMPACT l

Director of People’s
Postcode Lottery tours
the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh in October

1

2015

COLLABORATION

interactions with
community groups
and visitors via the
Edible Gardening
Project between
2011 and 2015

The Market Garden
Project launches, providing
volunteering and training
opportunities to grow food
for our café, restaurant and
canteen in collaboration
with Sodexo

Awarded a £200,000 Extra Award for
‘Saving Forests, Changing Lives’, a project to work
with local partners in Tanzania to tackle illegal logging
and deforestation, through engaging communities in preserving
habitats important for their livelihood and promoting environmental
awareness amongst school children

18.

Forest surveys were completed in 10 forests,
sampling an area of around 20 hectares in total.

- Outreach to the general
public was very successful.
The project received
coverage from two major
Tanzanian newspapers on
the front pages and TV
coverage by TBC 1. The
project’s Facebook and
Twitter accounts were
viewed by 15,555 people
during Forest Action Day.
The project also used
mobile networks to
disseminate awareness
messages, which reached
almost 120,000 phone users
in Rufiji, Kilwa and Lindi.

COLLABORATION
- Partners supporting the
delivery of Saving Forests,
Changing Lives included:
Tanzania Commission for
Science and Technology
(COSTECH); TRAFFIC; the
University of East Anglia;
UN Environment World
Conservation Monitoring
Centre; and WWF Tanzania.
- Saving Forests, Changing
Lives is also contributing to
increased public awareness
on the importance of the

Tanzanian forests – notably
with the production of a
short animated film shown in
100 schools across the entire
coastal area, reaching over
36,500 children.

WATCH THE
ANIMATED
FILM HERE.

ENABLED IMPACT l
- Following the visit of the awareness team many schools have expressed the intention to form
environment clubs.

SAVING FORESTS,
CHANGING LIVES
Thanks to an Extra Award of £200,000 from players in
January 2016, our project Saving Forests, Changing Lives
was to quantify and predict the extent and spread of illegal
logging in the Tanzanian coastal forests, and to empower
policymakers and local communities with the knowledge
resources to safe-guard forests and improve livelihoods.

Produced 1 short
animated film shown in
over 100 schools near
the Tanzanian coastal
forests, reaching over

36,500

CHILDREN

- Thanks to the support of players of People’s Postcode Lottery, Saving Forests, Changing Lives
has achieved its aims of updated surveys and heightened awareness in the local community, and
laid the foundation for future action. RBGE and partners remain committed to raising awareness
and conserving the Tanzanian coastal forests in partnership with stakeholders and local communities
beyond the funding period.
- Following on this programme, we will continue to work with 20 communities to understand the
potentials and limitations of community-based forest management and how equity, sustainability
and profitability of such co-management approaches can be improved.

DIRECT IMPACT i
Updated survey of coastal
forests & collaboration with
local organisations and
communities.

charcoal was largely driven
by demand outside of the
villages.
CAPABILITY

CAPACITY
- At the Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh, the project
lead was Dr Antje Ahrends,
Head of Genetics and
Conservation. She was
joined by Tanzania Field
Officer William Kindekata
and Communications Officer
Sarah Freeman.
- The community surveys,
carried out through
fieldwork, highlight the
pervasiveness of charcoal
burning and the collection
of forest products. It also
revealed that production of

19.

- Saving Forests, Changing
Lives provides alarming
evidence that the status
of the Tanzanian coastal
forests has deteriorated
significantly since the last
surveys in 2005. In forests
up to 200 km distance from
Dar es Salaam the density
of timber trees has dropped
threefold, and carbon storage
has dropped by almost
40%. We estimate that at
current levels of harvesting
the Tanzanian coastal forests
will have no high-value timber
in approximately 30 years,
without our intervention.

- Our work shows the
spread of logging and
charcoal burning is
predictable, thus enabling
the identification of areas
where future interventions
are most urgently needed.

Discovered
and described
38 plant species
new to science

38

LEVERAGE
- The results of the forest
and community surveys
were communicated to major
stakeholders in a workshop,
during which the 20
representatives from
Tanzanian Government
departments and NGOs
jointly drew up
recommendations for
the future management
recommendations for the
forests.

1.5 million + data records
downloaded from our digital
herbarium catalogue in 2017

2017

Awarded £250,000 in core funding from the
Postcode Earth Trust, and a further £75,000 Extra
Award to help fund new discoveries within our Living
and Preserved Collections

Consulted 213 people in
8 coastal communities to
find out how households
rely on forest products

20.

THEORY
OF CHANGE

PROJECT

PLAYERS’
INPUT

EDIBLE
GARDENING
PROJECT

Funding for
the Edible
Gardening
Project

Funding to
maximise
accessibility
to collections

(2011-PRESENT)

Hosted 3 volunteer
days for positive
and enthusiastic
PPL staff. The teams
helped out with
painting the tool
shed, weeding in
the market garden,
planting garlic and
sowing broad beans

EDUCATION
AND
ENGAGEMENT

DIRECT
IMPACT

RBGE
ACTIVITIES

ENABLED
IMPACT

Supporting
communities to
grow their own
vegetables

Community
workshops, events,
growing, cooking
& education

Improved health
& wellbeing,
reduced isolation
& loneliness,
improved

Increasing public
engagement,
sharing
knowledge

Events, exhibitions,
outreach activities
& education

Improved wellbeing
from greenspaces,
improved care
and respect for
the environment

RESEARCH
AND
CONSERVATION

Flexible,
core
funding

Maintaining &
growing capacity
& capability
of RBGE

Research and
conservation

Species protected
from extinction
and worldwide
understanding
towards improved
protection for the
environment

SAVING
FORESTS,
CHANGING
LIVES

£200,000
Extra Award to
protect Tanzanian
coastal forests

Updated survey
of coastal forests
& collaboration with
local organisation
and community

Forest Surveys,
Community
Surveys, and
Awareness Raising

Updated Forest
Surveys, new
environmental clubs,
heightened awareness
within the local
community

Awarded £350,000

2018

from the Postcode Earth Trust
for 2018

Between 2016 and 2018, volunteers gave
11,013 hours of time to the Edible Gardening Project

2019

To date, the Edible Gardening
Project has worked with
106 community groups

Awarded £450,000 from the
Postcode Earth Trust, £50,000
of which will support our work
in tackling illegal logging

22.

Illegal imports
accounted for
nearly 10%
of total world
trade in timber
from 2015 to
present

GOING FORWARD
2019 will see our work with People’s
Postcode Lottery further broaden its
reach. In addition to continuing the
much-celebrated and enjoyed Edible
Gardening Project, and expanding the
local and global impact of our core
research, conservation, and education
work, we will be embarking on a journey
to tackle illegal logging through the
support of an additional £50,000
award.

“This work is vital to combat the massive economic, social, and
biodiversity consequences of illegal logging. The support of the players
of People’s Postcode Lottery will help us to identify illegal timber and
trace it back to its source location, reducing demand and helping to
conserve crucial habitats for wildlife and climate change mitigation.”

On behalf of the staff, volunteers,
community groups, and visitors at
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,
we thank you for the transformative
change you have made in the lives of
people in Edinburgh, Scotland, and
around the world.

Professor Pete Hollingsworth, Director of Science
at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

24.

Thank you to the players of People’s
Postcode Lottery for your generous support.
Ruth Strain
Development Manager
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
rstrain@rbge.org.uk

The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a Non Departmental Public Body (NDPB) sponsored and supported
through Grant-in-Aid by the Scottish Government’s Environment and Forestry Directorate (ENFOR). The Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh is a Charity registered in Scotland (number SC007983).

